
Born in Eastford to Charles O. Warren and Mary 

Sumner Warren, August 5, 1881, Susan Florence 

Warren grew up in the village of Eastford. Her only 

sibling, William S. Warren, became a prominent 

Eastford farmer and civic leader. 

During her youth, 

Florence’s family 

operated the Isaac 

Warren general 

store and post of-

fice, located in the 

center of the vil-

lage in the building 

now housing Dave 

Olsen’s cabinet 

shop. 

She attended East-

f o r d  C e n t e r 

School, followed by 

two years of high 

school instruction with 

a private teacher, before 

entering Woodstock 

Academy. Few children 

attended the Academy 

at that time. 

After attending Wood-

stock Academy for two 

years, boarding in the 

Academy Building 

above the principal’s 

family quarters, Flor-

ence graduated in 1899 

with six other students. 

She had successfully 

completed the require-

EASTFORD HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

QUARTERLY 

Vol. 42 No. 3                                                                                  September, 2018  

    FLORENCE WARREN LATHAM (1881-1952)                                     

By her grandson Tom Latham  

The Woodstock Academy gradu-

ating class of 1899. 

S. Florence Warren  

ca. 1915 

THE BICYCLE CLUB OF EASTFORD, 1900 

On the porch:  Donald Tatem, Charlie Warren, Nat Smith, Henry Tatem, Pat Caffrey, Warren Keith, Clifford 

Bowen, boy, Elwood Tatem.  With bicycles, left to right: Florence Warren (Latham), Mabel Converse 

(Walker), Dana Keith, Charles Tatem, Mary Bowen (Keith), William S. Warren, Ebea Huntington 



ments of the Latin Scientific Course and thoroughly 

enjoyed her years at the Academy. She was an attrac-

tive and popular young woman. 

An active member of the Eastford Bicycle Club, she 

continued cycling for transportation and pleasure dur-

ing much of her life. 

She graduated from the New Haven Normal School 

of Gymnastics in 1902, with a diploma in Physical 

Culture and Gymnastics, and then attended their 

Chautauqua Summer School of PE. 

An active member of the Eastford Congregational 

Church, she participated in many aspects of church 

life. She took part in many youth and adult activities.  

Florence taught educational gymnastics to children 

with arrested development at the Seguin Physiologi-

cal School in NJ, 1902

-1903; and physical 

culture at Woodstock 

Academy, during the 

winter term of 1903-

1904. 

She served as East-

ford’s librarian, 1904-

1908, in a small hex-

agonal building on the 

site of today’s EIFC 

firehouse. The book 

and periodical collection grew during her tenure. 

Florence taught public school at Eastford’s Center, 

East Hill and Buell district schools. 

Moving south for a few years, she taught physical 

culture, gymnastics, and academic subjects at the 

South Carolina School for the Deaf and Blind, Spar-

tanburg, South Carolina, 1908-1911. She was the 

Teacher of Physical Culture, and a Teacher of the 

Blind, so there she learned Braille. 

Florence enjoyed friends, family, photography, trav-

eling and new experiences. 

She was a student in the Physical Education bache-

lor’s degree program at Columbia Teacher’s College 

during the 1911-1912 school year. While living in 

NYC that year, Florence made friends with Agnes 

Jacobs and Belle Fryer, and they remained close for 

the rest of her life. 

Florence worked for the NYC Department of Educa-

tion, Office of the Inspector of Classes for the Blind, 

1912-1917, bringing blind children into the school 

system. She worked to improve programs and class-

room conditions, and integrate blind students into 

regular classes whenever possible. During school year 

1917-1918 she taught physical culture in NYC. 

The Eastford Public Library 

She purchased her house and farm in 1916, at what is 

now 64 John Perry Road in Eastford, where she 

proudly maintained a home for herself and family for 

the remainder of her life. 

Florence operated O’Kumover Farm and Camp from 

her home for many years beginning in 1917, serving 

summer boarders, many of who came up from NYC 

by train to escape the summer heat and enjoy country 

life.  

Mr. and Mrs. Oliver H. Latham 



On February 26, 1918, Florence married Oliver H. 

Latham of Phoenixville. They were married in NYC, 

while he was serving in the Army during WWI. 

Oliver operated a grist mill and a sawmill in Phoenix-

ville. He enjoyed woodworking and carpentry pro-

jects, as well as hunting and fishing with friends. 

Florence and Oliver soon had daughters Susan 

Latham (Clark) and Frances Latham (Black), and a 

son William Henry Latham. Sadly, Oliver died of 

cancer in 1924, at age 42. 

Florence was among the first group of Eastford 

women who registered to vote in 1920, the year that 

women were finally granted that right. 

To feed her family and guests, she grew and canned 

vegetables, while for pleasure she maintained her 

beautiful flower gardens. 

She raised her children on her own through the Great 

Depression years, having refused offers of adoption 

following Oliver’s death. She enjoyed male compan-

ionship, but never remarried. 

Except for a short time during her marriage, Florence 

did not own a car until her children were grown. For 

transportation the family relied primarily on bicy-

cling, walking, or their aging horse Rosie, often draw-

ing a cart or sleigh. Friends provided occasional car 

rides. 

Florence served the community in middle age, as 

Eastford Town Clerk, 1927-1938, from her office in 

the basement of what is now the Ivy Glenn Memorial 

building and home of the Eastford Public Library.  

She was one of the first woman town clerks elected in 

Connecticut. 

As Eastford’s appointed Postmistress, 1938-1952, she 

served at yet another center of community activity. 

She operated the Post Office from the right wing of 

her rental property, which was located just north of 

what had been her family’s store.  

Florence died on November 22, 1952, at age 71, a 

few months short of her planned retirement. She had 

lived to see her son return safely from WWII, to see 

her three children happily married, and to welcome 

seven of what would be eight grandchildren into the 

world. 

Florence Warren Latham lived a rich and varied life 

in a rapidly changing world. Through times of pros-

perity, war, personal tragedy and financial hardship, 

she drew strength from her proud and independent 

spirit.  Our grandmother was certainly a remarkable 

woman!    

Florence and Oliver had daughters Susan Latham (Clark) and Frances Latham (Black) and a son William 

Henry Latham.  



The Historical Society would like to thank William Clark 

for his article on his grandfather, Charles Clark, who was 

featured in our last Quarterly.  In this issue Tom Latham 

pays tribute to his grandmother, Florence. 

If you would like to contribute an article honoring a fam-

ily member who played a role in Eastford’s history please 

contact Linda Torgeson (860-974-3311). 

Florence Warren (standing) with her friends at Wood-

stock Academy. 

Susan Florence Warren  (1881 to 1952)  

William Sumner Warren  (1878 to 1959) 

William S. Warren 

Florence worked to improve education for blind chil-

dren in New York City. 

Florence Warren 

Woodstock Academy graduation picture and 

her class pin from 1899. 


